Dentofacial morphology of Japanese has been continuously altering through the histori c ages toward the pattern of the moderns. Concerning the almost monotonous increase of the tooth to denture base discrepancy, this alteration is considered to tend always to reduction. The present paper deals with this secular change of the dentofacial morphology during the Japanese historic ages.
INTRODUCTION
Since the Neolithic period, the dentofa- 20-21,1980. Article No.8136 to reduction as far as almost monotonous increase of the tooth to denture base discrepancy through the Japanese historic ages (HANIHARA et al., 1981) is concerned.
The tooth to denture base discrepancy, which is regarded as the expression of the reductive change of human occlusion, has been understood as one of the major pathogenetic factors of malocclusion. Furthermore, it is now considered to have a direct or indirect pathogenetic influence on the other dental diseases and disorders such as dental caries, periodontitis, pericoronitis, and so on (INOUE,1980a) . Therefore, it seems to be quite essential to study the morphological characters of total masticating system in different stages of human evolution, for evaluating the origin and pathogenetic nature of the discrepancy and for estimating the character and the extent of dental diseases in the future.
From these points of view, it has been attempted by the present authors and their coworkers to investigate the morphology of the Japanese dentofacial complex in each historic age (INOUE, 1980b; KAMEGAI, 1980; SEINO et al., 1980 and SHIONO et al., 1981) . This paper deals with the secular change of these morphological characters through these periods, during which rapid progress of reduction of occlusions occurred (HANIHARA et al.,1981) .
MATERIALS AND METHOD
Materials used in this study were roentgenographic cephalograms of the Japanese skeletal remains as well as the Japanese livings.
1. Ninety five well preserved skulls were selected from 1379 Japanese skeletal remains stored in the University Museum,
The University of Tokyo. They consisted TAKAGI et al. (1978) .
Analysis of these cephalograms were carried out by usual methods for orthodontic diagnosis.
As shown in Table 2 , the measuring items were consisted of 11 linear and 18 angular measurement, using the same landmarks and reference lines illustrated by SHIONO et al. (1981) .
(Ans-Ptm') and the maxillary apical base (A'-Ptm') showed significant decreasing trend in common. However, the rate of decrease was more dominant in the latter, so that the difference between these two items has been expanding toward the modern age (Fig. 2) . (Fig.7) .
However, the secular changes of each item through these period were neither simple, nor monotonous. Three major types of change were observed, namely increasing, decreasing or unchanged, but they were always accompanied with ascending or descending fluctuations at the Medieval age.
For example, all the items relating to the facial depth showed the highest values 
